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(57) In a memory consolidated image processing 
LSI for reading data, a DRAM for storing image data for 
a plurality of page ranges which are formed by segment- 
ing an image plane corresponding to a display screen 
in order to page-access a memory region of the DRAM, 
and image data for a plurality of word ranges which are 
formed by segmenting each of the page ranges in order 
to word-access the memory region, is consolidated with 
an image processing circuit. The size of each of the 
page ranges is set so that the multiplied value of the 
power consumption per pre-charge in a power con- 
sumption model of a memory by an average number of 
pre-charges is the substantially minimum value, and the 
size of each of the word ranges is set so that the multi- 
plied value of the power consumption per word access 
in the power consumption model of the memory by an 
average number of word accesses is the substantially 
minimum value. Thus, it is possible to reduce the power 
consumption when a page access and a word access 
are carried out, so that the memory consolidated image 
processing LSI can be mounted on a portable image 
processing system. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 [0001] The present invention relates generally to a memory-consolidated image processing LSI (Large Scale Inte- 
grated circuit). More specifically, the invention relates to a memory-consolidated image processing LSI capable of being 
driven at tow power consumption. Memory elements consolidated with an image processing part to constitute a memory 
part include ferroelectric random access memories (FeRAMs), magnetoresistance random access memories (MRAMs) 
and so forth. 

10 [0002] Conventional memory consolidated Image processing LSIs are designed to improve the processing speed 
for writing or the like, and have been scarcely taken measures to cope with the decrease of the driving power of the LSIs. 
[0003] In order to access the memory part of the memory consolidated image processing LSI, a first power A is first 
consumed to access the page regions of the storage region of a memory, which comprises a plurality of page regions 
including a plurality of word regions, and then, a second power B Is consumed to access the word regions. For example, 

is referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B, the principle of storage in a conventional memory consolidated image processing LSI 
for storing image information will be described below. In FIGS. 1A and IB, as an example of a consolidated memory, 
a DRAM will be described. 

[0004] FIG. 1A shows a display screen S of a display unit, such as a CRT (Cathode Ray Tube) or a liquid crystal 
display, for displaying, e.g., dynamic image data. The display screen S is virtually segmented into a plurality of page 
20 regions R Each of the page regions P comprises a plurality of words L, each of which Is, e.g., data for one line scanned 
(n a horizontal scanning period (1 H). The data thus virtually segmented on the display screen are stored in a storage 
region M of the DRAM shown In FIG. 1B. The storage region M comprises a plurality of storage regions P, which 
correspond to the display screen S, for storing data for one line, and a plurality of word storage regions L, each of 
which corresponds to data for 1 H to be included in a corresponding one of the storage regions P. 
25 [0005] Thus, the conventional memory consolidated image processing LSI is designed to store image data for one 
frame on the display screen S and data stored in the DRAM so that the image data correspond to the data stored in 
the DRAM. For that reason, in order to access the DRAM, after the storage region P for each page shown in FIG. 1 B 
is accessed, each word L corresponding to a scanning line is accessed to write or read data. 
[0006] Therefore, when data for a few pages must be read in order to carry out a process, such as a motion corn- 
so pensation, with respect to dynamic image data, the power A for accessing the pages must be multiplied by the number 
of the pages (P x n times x power A), and the power B for accessing the words must be multiplied by the number of 
required words (L x m times x power B). Therefore, the whole power consumption increases in proportion to the numbers 
of accessed pages and words. As a result, if the region of an image, which is required to be processed, extends over 
a large number of pages, the power consumption for the pages is required. 
35 [0007] Also In image processing LSIs utilizing external memories other than the above described conventional mem- 
ory consolidated image processing LSIs, a technique called tiling is used for reducing the number of accesses to a 
DRAM to shorten the access time. The tiling is designed to change the reading sequence of data on a display screen 
S although it does not change the image range. For example, the tiling takes account of the fact that the reading time 
is shorten by simultaneously reading two word data on the same page, wherein word data stored in another page exists 
40 therebetween, when the two word data are intended to be read. However, since the access speed is improved as the 
sizes of a page and a word region Increase, a larger page size and a larger word size are used. However, when an 
external memory is utilized, the degree of freedom capable of selecting the sizes of a page and a word is small. 
[0008] As described above, according to the conventional memory consolidated image processing LSIs, when a 
memory is accessed to cut out desired image data, excessive page regions are first accessed, and then, a desired 
45 word of the words stored therein is accessed, so that there is a problem in that vast amounts of power must be consumed 
when data to be acquired extends over a few pages. 

[0009] In addition, memory consolidated image processing LSIs mounted on portable electronics are often driven 
by a rechargeable battery. Although the loaded battery may have a large charging capacity so that the LSIs can be 
used for a long time, this prevents the whole electronics from being miniaturized since the weight increases. Therefore, 
so although the capacity of the loaded battery is determined in view of the weight and size to some extent, it has been 
requested that the power consumption of the LSI should be saved as small as possible. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

55 [0010] It is therefore an object of the present invention to eliminate the aforementioned problems and to provide a 
memory consolidated image processing LSI capable of accomplishing an efficient power consumption by reducing a 
first power consumption for accessing a page by the device that the LSI has a size and shape by which an image 
processing can be most efficiently carried out with respect to the way to segment one of pages constituting a screen 
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when a DRAM is accessed. 

[0011] In order to accomplish the aforementioned and other objects, according to a first basic construction of the 
present invention, a memory consolidated image processing LSI comprises: a memory part including a page region 
for storing image data for a plurality of lattice-like page ranges which are formed by segmenting an image plane cor- 

8 responding to a display screen and each of which has sides a power of 2 long, and word regions, each of which stores 
Image data for a plurality of word ranges formed by segmenting each of the page ranges and which are assembled to 
constitute the page region; and an image access part for word-accessing the word ranges after accessing the page 
ranges by a pre-charge in order to access the memory part. The page region or word region stored in said memory 
part is set so as to have a multiplied value of a power consumption per one of pre-charges in a power consumption 

'0 model of a memory by an average number of the pre-charges to be a substantially minimum value, or a multiplied 
value of a power consumption per one of word accesses in a power consumption model of a memory by an average 
number of the word accesses to be a substantially minimum value. The substantially minimum value does not mean 
that the multiplied value completely coincides with the absolutely minimum value, and means that the multiplied value 
includes proximity values of the minimum value. 

1 5 [0012] According a first aspect of the present invention, in the memory consolidated image processing LSI according 
to the first basic construction, the page ranges on the image plane wherein image data is stored in the page region of 
the memory part has a size so that the multiplied value of power consumption per one of the pre-charges in a power 
consumption model of a memory by an average number of pre-charges is the substantially minimum value. 
[0013] According to a second aspect of the present invention, in the memory consolidated image processing LSI 

20 according to the first basic construction, the word ranges on the image plane wherein image data is stored in the word 
region of the memory part has a size so that the multiplied value of a power consumption per one of the word accesses 
in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of word accesses is the substantially minimum value. 
[0014] According to a third aspect of the present invention, in the memory consolidated image processing LSI ac- 
cording to the first basic construction, the page ranges on the image plane wherein image data is stored in the page 

25 region of the memory part has a size so that the multiplied value of a power consumption per one of the pre-charges 
in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of pre-charges is the substantially minimum value, 
and the word ranges on the image plane wherein image data is stored in the word region of the memory part has a 
size so that the multiplied value of a power consumption per one of the word accesses in a power consumption model 
of a memory by an average number of word accesses is the substantially minimum value. 

30 [0015] In the memory consolidated image processing LSI according to the first basic construction, the image plane 
may comprise a plurality of pixels, and the page ranges are formed by segmenting the image plane into rectangular 
ranges with sides 8 to 16 pixels long or in a rectangular range which has a size approximating to that of the square 
range and which has an aspect ratio of up to 1 : 2. 

[0016] In the memory consolidated image processing LSI with such a construction, a two-dimensional plane, which 
35 has been stored in the memory region, may be segmented into square areas having the same capacity as that of the 
page range or rectangular areas with sides of a ratio of 1 : 2 to be collectively stored in separate page regions. 
[0017] In the memory consolidated image processing LSI according to the first basic construction, the image plane 
may comprise a plurality of pixels, and the word ranges may be formed by segmenting the image plane into rectangular 
ranges with sides 8 to 16 pixels long or In a rectangular range which has a size approximating to that of the square 
40 range and which has an aspect ratio of up to 1 : 2. 

[0018] In the memory consolidated image processing LSI with such a construction, a two-dimensional plane, which 
has been stored in the memory region, may be segmented into square areas having the same capacity as that of the 
page range or rectangular areas with sides of a ratio of 1 : 2 to be collectively stored in separate page regions. 
[0019] In the memory consolidated image processing LSI with the above described construction, the memory part 
45 may comprise a dynamic random access memory (DRAM). Alternatively, in the memory consolidated image processing 
LSI with the above described construction, the memory part may comprise a ferroelectric random access memory 
(FeRAM). Alternatively, In the memory consolidated image processing LSI with the above described construction, the 
memory part may comprise a magnetoresistance random access memory (MRAM). 

[0020] In the memory consolidated image processing LSI according to the first basic construction, the image access 
50 part may be a circuit for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, 
MPEG-2, MPEG-1 or H.263, and the memory part may be a memory having a unit for the preparation for reading, i. 
e., a region corresponding to the page region in a DRAM, the size of the page range on the image plane being preferably 
in the range of from 64 pixels to 512 pixels, or in the range of from 512 pixels to 1024 pixels. 
[0021] In the memory consolidated image processing LSI according to the first basic construction, the image access 
55 part may be a circuit for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic Image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, 
MPEG-2, MPEG-1 or H.263, and the memory part may be a memory having a unit corresponding to a data bus, i.e., 
the word region corresponding to a word region in a DRAM, the size of the word range on the image plane being 
preferably in the range of from 8 pixels to 64 pixels, or in the range of from 64 pixels to 256 pixels. 
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[0022] According to a second basic construction of the present invention, an image processing system having an 
image compressing and/or expanding unit for compressing and/or expanding image information, includes a memory 
consolidated image processing LSI comprising: a memory part having a plurality of lattice-like page ranges for storing 
the image data of the page ranges which are formed by segmenting an image plane corresponding to a display screen 
5 and each of which has sides a power of 2 long, and a plurality of word ranges for storing the image data of the word 
ranges which are formed by segmenting each of the page ranges and which are assembled to constitute each of the 
page ranges; and an image access part for accessing the word ranges alter accessing the page ranges by a pre- 
charge in order to access the memory part. 

[0023] In the image processing system according to the second basic construction, each of the page ranges and 
10 each of the word ranges in the memory part of the memory consolidated image processing LSI may be set to be a 
desired page range and a desired word range, which allow desired Image data to be accessed at the minimum power 
consumption by the minimum number of pre-charges and the minimum number of charges. 
[0024] The image processing system according to the second basic construction may further comprise: a raster 
converting part for raster-converting the image information; and a processing part for converting the image data, which 
f 5 has been converted by the raster converting part, into data corresponding to the desired page and word ranges, wherein 
the memory consolidated image processing LSI stores the image data for the desired page and word ranges, which 
has been converted by the processing part, in the page and word regions of the memory part, and the image access 
part accesses by word-accessing the desired word region after being pre-charged in the desired page region of the 
memory part 

zo [0025] The image processing system according to the second basic construction may further comprise: a raster 
converting part for raster-converting the image information; a temporary memory part for temporarily storing the image 
data which has been converted by the raster converting part; and a processing part for converting the image data, 
which has been stored in the temporary memory part, into data corresponding to the desired page and word ranges, 
wherein the memory consolidated image processing LSI stores the desired page and word ranges, which have been 

25 converted by the processing part, in the page and word regions of the memory part, and the image access part accesses 
the desired word region after being pre-charged in the desired page region of the memory part. 
[0026] The image processing system according to the second basic construction may further comprise an MPEG 
processing part for compression-coding image data using an MPEG coding system, wherein the memory consolidated 
image processing LSI stores the desired page and word ranges for the image data, which has been processed by the 

30 MPEG processing part, in the memory part, and the image access part accesses by word-accessing the desired word 
region after being pre-charged in the desired page range of the memory part. 

[0027] In the image processing system according to the second basic construction, the image access part may be 
a circuit for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, 
MPEG-1 or H.263, and the memory part may be a memory having the page region corresponding to the page range 
35 serving as a unit for the preparation for reading, the size of the page range on the image plane being preferably in the 
range of from 64 pixels to 512 pixels. 

[0028] In the image processing system according to the second basic construction, the image access part may be 
a circuit for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, 
MPEG-1 or H.263, and the memory part may be a memory having the page region corresponding to the page range 
40 serving as a unit for the preparation for reading, the size of the page range on the Image plane being preferably in the 
range of from 512 pixels to 1024 pixels. 

[0029] In the image processing system according to the second basic construction, the image access part may be 
a circuit for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, 
MPEG-1 or H.263, and the memory part may be a memory having the word region corresponding to the word range 
45 as a unit corresponding to a data bus, the size of the word range on the image plane being preferably in the range of 
from 8 pixels to 64 pixels. 

[0030] In the image processing system according to the second basic construction, the image access part may be 
a circuit for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, 
MPEG-1 or H.263, and the memory part may be a memory having the word region corresponding to the word range 
so as a unit corresponding to a data bus, the size of the word range on the image plane being preferably in the range of 
from 64 pixels to 256 pixels. 

[0031] According to a third basic construction of the present invention, there is provided a method for processing 
image data stored In a memory consolidated image processing LSI, which comprises a memory part for storing pre- 
determined image data and having page regions each storing page ranges so that an image plane corresponding to 
55 a display screen is segmented into lattice-like ranges each of which has sides a power of 2 long, and a word regions 
each storing word ranges which are formed by segmenting the page range on the image plane, and an access part 
for accessing to the memory part in the manner that a multiplied value of a power consumption per one of pre-charges 
in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of the pre-charges is a substantially minimum value 
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and that a multiplied value of a power consumption per one of word accesses In a power consumption model of a 
memory by an average number of the word accesses is a substantially minimum value, the method comprising: a step 
of accessing in a first stage by pre-charging to the page region of the memory part In which desired data are stored; 
a step of accessing in a second stage by ward accessing to the word regions of the memory part in which desired data 

5 are stored; a step of reading out the desired data from the memory part; and a step of performing predetermined image 
processing to image data which are read in the manner that a multiplied value of a power consumption per one of pre- 
charges in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of the pre-charges is a substantially 
minimum value, or a multiplied value of a power consumption per one of word accesses En a power consumption model 
of a memory by an average number of the word accesses is a substantially minimum value. 

10 [0032] In the image data processing method according to the third basic construction, the page region in the memory 
part is set to have a size so that the multiplied value of the power consumption per one of the pre-charges in a power 
consumption model of a memory by an average number of pre-charges is the substantially minimum value. 
[0033] In the image data processing method according to the third basic construction, the word region in the memory 
part is set to have a size so that the multiplied value of a power consumption per one of word accesses in a power 

1 s consumption model of a memory by an average number of the word accesses is the substantially minimum value. 
[0034] In the image data processing method according to the third basic construction, the page region in the memory 
part is set to have a size so that the multiplied value of the power consumption per one of the pre-charges in a power 
consumption model of a memory by an average number of pre-charges is the substantially minimum value, and the 
word region in the memory part is set to have a size so that the multiplied value of a power consumption per one of 

20 word accesses in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of the word accesses Is the sub- 
stantially minimum value. 

[0035] According to a fourth basic construction of the present invention, there is provided method for designing a 
memory consolidated image processing LSI, which comprises a memory part for storing predetermined image data, 
and an access part for accessing the image data stored in the memory part by using two-stage accesses, In which the 

25 method comprises: a step of setting a plurality of page ranges so that an image plane corresponding to a display screen 
is segmented into lattice-like ranges, each of which has sides a power of 2 long, and so that the multiplied value of the 
power consumption per one of the pre-charges in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of 
pre-charges is the substantially minimum value; a step of setting a page region capable of storing the image data for 
a page range on the image plane in the memory part; a step of setting a plurality of word ranges which are formed by 

30 segmenting the page range on the image plane so that the multiplied value of a power consumption per one of word 
accesses in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of the word accesses is the substantially 
minimum value; a step of setting a word region capable of storing the word ranges on the image plane in the page 
region in the memory part; and a step of storing the image data to be stored by allotting the data into each of the page 
regions and word regions in the memory part by using a unit of the page ranges and word ranges in the image plane. 

35 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0036] In the drawings: 

40 FIG. 1 A is an illustration schematically showing page regions and word regions on an image plane stored in a 
conventional memory consolidated image processing LSI, and FIG. 1B is an illustration schematically showing a 
stored state in the conventional memory; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the first preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated image processing LSI 
according to the present invention; 
45 FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing the operation of the first preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated 

image processing LSI according to the present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram for explaining effects in the first preferred embodiment; 

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram for explaining parameters for calculating an expected value in the first preferred 
embodiment; 

50 FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram for explaining parameters for calculating an expected value in the first preferred 

embodiment; FIG. 7 is a characteristic diagram for deriving an expected value of power consumption; 
FIG. 8 is a characteristic diagram showing an expected value of power consumption for a page access in the first 
preferred embodiment; 

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing the second preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated image processing 
55 LSI according to the present invention; 

FIG. 10 Is a schematic diagram showing the operation of the second preferred embodiment of a memory consol- 
idated image processing LSI according to the present invention; 

FIG. 11 Is a schematic diagram showing the operation of the second preferred embodiment of a memory consol- 
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idated image processing LSI according to the present Invention; 

FIG. 12 is a characteristic diagram showing an expected value of power consumption for a page access In the 
second preferred embodiment; 

FIG. 13 Is a characteristic diagram showing an expected value of power consumption for a page access In the 
s second preferred embodiment; 

FIG. 14 is a block diagram showing the third preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated image processing 
LSI according to the present invention; 

FIG. 15 is a schematic diagram showing the operation of the third preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated 
image processing LSI; 

10 FIG. 1 6 is a block diagram showing the fourth preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated image processing 

LSI according to the present invention, which is applied to an MPEG camera; 

FIG. 17 is a block diagram showing the fifth preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated image processing 
LSI according to the present invention, which is applied to an MPEG camera; 

FIG. 18 is a block diagram showing the sixth preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated image processing 
is LSI according to the present invention, which is applied to an MPEG camera; FIG. 19 is a block diagram showing 

the construction of the seventh preferred embodiment of an image processing system according to the present 
invention; 

FIG. 20 is a flow chart showing the eighth preferred embodiment of an image processing method according to the 
present invention; and 

20 FIG. 21 is a flow chart showing the ninth preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated LSI designing method 
according to the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

25 [0037] Referring now to the accompanying drawings, the preferred embodiments of a memory consolidated image 
processing LSI according to the present invention will be described below in detail. FIGS. 2 through 10 are block, 
schematic and characteristic diagrams showing the construction, operation and effects of the first preferred embodiment 
of a memory consolidated image processing LSI according to the present invention. In the description of the preferred 
embodiments of the present invention, a DRAM will be described as an example of a memory. However, the present 

30 invention can be applied to other types of memories, such as FeRAMs and MRAMs, which carries out two-stage 
accesses of a page access and a word access. 

(0038] As shown in FIG. 2, the first preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated image processing LSI according 
to the present invention is a CODEC LSI for MPEG-4, and comprises an MPEG-4 CODEC 2 and a consolidated DRAM 
3. The consolidated DRAM 3 is designed to store therein predetermined dynamic image data, and the CODEC 2 is 
35 designed to compress and expand the dynamic image data. The page size of the consolidated DRAM 3 is 256 bytes 
per page. However, the page size should not be limited to 256 bytes if it is in the range of from 62 to 512 bytes. For 
example, the page size may be an image of 128 bytes of "8x16" pixels. 

[0039] The MPEG-4 CODEC 2 may be another dynamic image compressing or expanding CODEC for carrying out 
a motion compensation for each macro block or each block, such as MPEG-1 , MPEG-2 or H.263. This CODEC 2 may 

40 be another CODEC if it is an image processing circuit capable of accessing a substantially square image of 16 pixels 
x 16 pixels shown in FIG. 3 from random coordinates. The image cut out of an image plane by the CODEC 2 to be 
stored In the DRAM 3 as an image of a page region can be grasped as an image of a page range 6 with respect to an 
image plane 5 as shown In FIG. 3. The page range 6 has a size of "16 x 16" pixels, and the luminance/chrominance 
component of one pixel corresponds to 1 byte. Therefore, 1 byte corresponds to one pixel on the luminance/chromi- 

45 nance plane, so that 256 pixels correspond to 256 bytes. 

[0040] Therefore, in the first preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated image processing LSI according to 
the present invention, the range of pixels processed on one page is the range of 256 pixels, and after the page range 
6 of 256 pixels Is accessed, a required word in a word range (not shown) constituting the page range 6 Is read to 
process an image. In this first preferred embodiment, the page range 6 is a square page range of "16 x 16" pixels as 

50 shown in FIG. 3, or a rectangular page range of 2 : 1 or 1 : 2 of "1 6 x 8" pixels or "8 x 1 6" pixels. 

[0041] Since image data processed in such a square or rectangular lattice-like range can not be outputted after being 
segmented into lattices as the size of image information, image data inputted from Information source, such as a digital 
camera, may be stored once in a memory by a conventional system. Therefore, in order to process the image data, it 
is advantageous to an image processing to rewrite and store the image data in a memory having page and word regions 

55 corresponding to the lattice-like page and word ranges. The present invention has aimed at this point to set page and 
word regions of a memory suitable for an image processing. 

[0042] Referring to FIGS. 4 through 10, the effects of the first preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated image 
processing LSI according to the present invention with the above described construction will be described below in 
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[0043] In such a memory consolidated Image processing LSI in the first preferred embodiment, an image in the page 
range 6 corresponding to the image plane 5 shown in FIG. 3 is accessed from random coordinates, and a substantially 
square image of "16 x 1 6" pixels or a substantially rectangular image of 1 : 2 of "8 x 1 6" pixels is stored in a page region 
5 of a memory region. In this case, the size of a page is set so as to increase the possibility that the power consumed 
In pre-charge in the row directions of the DRAM 3 Is statistically minimum. The details of this preferred embodiment 
will be described below. 

[0044] The DRAM has an access unit which is a page, which is an access unit in the first stage of the two-stage 
accesses. In order to access one page, it Is required to issue the optimum command for the DRAM. The power cost 
10 of one access can be approximated by the following expression: 

Unit Power Consumption = A (B • Page Size + C) 

15 wherein A, B and C are constants determined for a DRAM having a certain capacity. 

[0045] It is assumed that the segmental unit of a page is square in order to simplify explanation. As shown in FIG. 
4, an image plane is segmented into square page ranges 6 with a side of X pixels, and each of the squares is stored 
so as to correspond to a page of the DRAM. From this plane, a square image 7 with a side of Y pixels is read out on 
the basis of the position from the origin having optional coordinates (random). In the example of FIG. 4, the image 7 

20 extends over nine lattices (segmented regions). Therefore, only the issuance of the command consumes a power nine 
time as many as the unit power consumption. When the coordinates of the origin are random ones, an expected value 
of the number of lattices over which the image extends is derived as follows. 

[0046] The expected value of the number of lattices is determined by a parameter Z which is a parameter for calcu- 
lating the expected value and which meets the expression "Y = M • X+Z (M is 0 or a positive integer, and Z is an integer 
25 in the range of from 1 to X)" shown in FIG. 5 or the expression "(N-1 ) • X < Y ^ N ■ X (N is an natural number)" shown 
in FIG. 6. When the parameter is thus defined, the expected value VE of the number of lattices over which the image 
extends is calculated by the following expression. 

30 VE = ((Z-1) 2 (N+1) 2 + 2(Z-1)(X-Z+1)N(N+1) + (X-Z+1)V) /X 2 

[0047] When Y is read once, the power penalty is "Expected Value of Number of Extended Lattices x Unit Power 
Consumption". 

[0048] In image processing LSIs, there are some cases where a very large number of such processes are carried 

35 out. Particularly in dynamic image compressing or expanding LSIs for carrying out a motion compensation, there are 
some cases where most of accesses are occupied by the above described processes. When the motion compensation 
is carried out, the basic image is a block of 8 x 8 pixels or a macro block of 16 x 16 pixels, so that Y is 8 or 16. In the 
expression for deriving the power consumption, A can be ignored since it is a coefficient, and the ratio of B and C is 
often approximately "B : C = 1 : 100 - 1000" when the page size in the expression is expressed by bytes. On such 

40 conditions, X capable of extremely reducing the power consumption is derived (N and Z can be calculated from X). 
[0049] As a result, a characteristic diagram shown in FIG. 7 is obtained. As can be seen from this characteristic 
diagram, the power consumption is effectively reduced when X is in the range of from 8 to 32 about the number of 
pixels of 16. This is a page size which is in the range of from 64 bytes to 612 byte per page. It Is considered that the 
page size of this range is effective in the decrease of power consumption when the image of the square region of "1 6 

45 pixels x 1 6 pixels" is read. 

[0050] FIG. 8 shows power consumption plotted when a square image of "8 pixels x 8 pixels" is read, similar to FIG. 
7. Also In this case, the power consumption is effectively reduced when one page is set to be in the range of from 64 
bytes to 512 bytes. Also in this case, the ratio of parameters B and C in the power consumption model of the DRAM 
is approximately "B : C = 1 : 100 ~ 1000", similar to FIG. 7, 

so [00511 That is, when images of "8 pixels x 8 pixels" or "16 pixels x 16 pixels" arranged at random positions are 
frequently accessed from images arranged on the DRAM, the possibility that it is advantageous to use a DRAM having 
64 bytes to 512 bytes per page is high. Also when an image having a similar shape is stored or accessed, the same 
effect can be obtained in such a range of page construction. 

[0052] Referring to FIGS. 9 through 14, the second preferred embodiment of a memory-consolidated image-process- 
55 ing LSI according to the present invention will be described below. In the first preferred embodiment, the page size 
has been defined, whereas in this second preferred embodiment, a word size is defined. At this point, the memory- 
consolidated image processing LSI in the second preferred embodiment Is different from that in the first preferred 
embodimenL The word is an access unit in the second stage of the two-stage accesses. 
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[0053] In FIG. 9. the memory consolidated image processing LSI 1 comprises an MPEG-4 CODEC 2, and a DRAM 
3 having a word size of 16 bytes. The difference between this preferred embodiment and the first preferred embodiment 
that the size of data stored in the DRAM 3 Is set to be 16 bytes per one word although it is set to be 256 byte per one 
page in the first preferred embodiment In this second preferred embodiment, the size of one word is 16 bytes as an 

5 example, but it may be in the range of from 8 bytes to 64 bytes, preferably the number of bytes which is a power of 
"8". Similar to the first preferred embodiment, the portion of the MPEG-4 CODEC 2 in FIG. 9 may be adapted to other 
standards, such as MPEG-1 , MPEG-2 and H.263, or may be another kind of dynamic image compressing or expanding 
CODEC for carrying out a motion compensation every block. The CODEC may have another construction if it is an 
image processing circuit for accessing a substantially square image with a side of 8 pixels or 16 pixels from random 

10 coordinates. 

[0054] The consolidated DRAM 3 of the memory consolidated image processing LSI in the second preferred em- 
bodiment shown in FIG. 9 is segmented into square areas, each of which has the same capacity as that of the word, 
or rectangular areas with sizes 1 : 2 length, for storing data in different words. Specifically, as shown in FIG. 10, it is 
addressed so that regions 8 having a size of "4 pixels x 4 pixels" are stored in x and y directions with respect to the 
15 image plane 5. Therefore, in FIG. 10, the segmented images of square regions, each of which has a size of "4 pixels 
x 4 pixels", are word ranges 8, so that the word has a size of 1 6 bytes. 

[0055] While the memory consolidated image processing LSI in the second preferred embodiment has been designed 
to store data of 16 bytes as a word in the word range 8 of "4 pixels x 4 pixels" as shown in FIG. 10, the present invention 
should not be limited thereto. For example, as shown in FIG. 11 , the image plane 5 may be segmented into rectangular 

20 word ranges 8 corresponding to regions of "8 pixels x 2 pixels" on a two-dimensional plane of the image plane 5 stored 
in the consolidated DRAM 3. Also in this case, data stored in the consolidated DRAM 3 has a word size of 16 bytes, 
and the image is segmented into rectangular regions of "6 pixels x 2 pixels" to store data every word. 
[0056] Referring to FIGS. 12 and 13, the operation and effects of the memory-consolidated image processing LSI 
in the second preferred embodiment will be described below. In the memory consolidated image processing LSI in the 

25 second preferred embodiment, the size of a page may be set so as to increase the possibility of statistically minimizing 
the power consumption when a substantially square image with a side of about 8 pixels to 16 pixels, which is often 
used for an image processing such as a motion compensation, is accessed from the DRAM by the word on the basis 
of random coordinates. In this case, the word is an access unit when the DRAM is accessed. In order to access one 
word, it is required to issue an appropriate command for the DRAM. The electric cost of the issuance of the command 

30 can be approximated by the following expression: 

Unit Power Consumption = D (E • Word Size + F) 

35 wherein D, E and F are constants determined with respect to a certain capacity. 

[0057] In order to simplify the explanation of the above described embodiment, the image is segmented into squares. 
As shown in FIG. 4, an image plane may be segmented into square ranges with a side of X pixels. It is assumed that 
each of the squares is stored so as to correspond to a word of the DRAM. It is assumed that from this plane, a square 
image with side Y pixels long is read out on the basis of the position from the origin having optional coordinates. Similar 

40 to the setting of the region of a page in which a page access is carried out, Z and N can be defined. Thus, the expected 
value VE of the number of lattices over which the image extends is derived by the following expression. 

VE = {(Z-1) 2 (N+1) 2 + 2(Z-1)(X-Z+1)N(N+1) + (X-Z+1)V}/X 2 

45 

[0058] In the expression for deriving the power consumption, if D is ignored since it is a coefficient, and if the word 
size is expressed by bytes, the ratio of "E : F" is often approximately in the range of from "1 : 5" to "1 : 25". 
[0059] FIG. 12 shows characteristics of the length of a side of a cut image, i.e., Y, when Y = 16, and FIG. 13 shows 
the characteristics when Y = 8. These characteristic diagrams show normalized power consumption plotted with respect 

50 to the length X of a side of an image corresponding to a page. It can be seen that the normalized power consumption 
has substantially minimum values when the length X is in the range of 2 pixels or 4 pixels to 8 pixels. This means that 
the possibility that the use of a DRAM having a word size of 8 bytes to 64 bytes is advantageous to save power 
consumption is high. Also when an image having a similar shape or area is stored or accessed, the same effect can 
be obtained in such a range of page construction. FIG. 12 shows a case where a partial image of "16 pixels x 16 pixels" 

55 is accessed at random, and FIG. 1 3 shows a case where a partial image of "8 pixels x 8 pixels" is accessed at random. 
[0060] In a first case where the size of a page is a power of "4", the optimum shape of the partial image stored in 
the page region is square. In a second case where the size of a page is twice as many as a power of "4", a rectangle 
of "1 : 2" or "1 : 4" is preferred next to the first case as the shape of the partial image which is easy to be collectively 
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stored. 

[0061] If an Image has been segmented into regions which are rectangles having a width of 8 pixels in lateral direc- 
tions and which have a storage capacity equal to the size of a word, when the image of a block size (8 pixels x 8 pixels) 
is accessed, the image is stored in regions, the addresses of which are continuous, so that the address producing cost 

s is small to allow the image to be easily accessed. Also, if an image has been segmented into regions which are rec- 
tangles having a width of 16 pixels in lateral directions and which have a storage capacity equal to the size of a word, 
when the image of a macro block size (16 pixels x 16 pixels) is accessed, the image is stored in regions, the addresses 
of which are continuous, so that the address producing cost Is small to allow the image to be easily accessed. 
[0062] Referring to FIGS. 14 and 15, the third preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated image processing 

10 LSI according to the present invention will be described beiow. As shown in FIG. 14, the memory consolidated image 
processing LSI in the third preferred embodiment has the same construction as the LSI 1 in the first and second 
preferred embodiments, and comprises an MPEG-4 CODEC 2 and a consolidated DRAM 3. The construction of the 
consolidated DRAM 3 is a combination of data storage forms of the consolidated DRAMs in the first and second pre- 
ferred embodiments. At this point, the third preferred embodiment is different from the first and second preferred em- 

15 bodiments. That is, in FIG. 1 4, the consolidated DRAM 3 is set so as to have a size of 1 6 bytes per word and a capacity 
of 256 bytes per page. 

[0063] FIG. 1 5 shows an example wherein data is stored in the DRAM 3 having a page size of 256 bytes and a word 
size of 1 6 bytes. In FIG. 1 5, as the storage region of the DRAM 3 corresponding to the image plane 5, 1 6 word ranges 
8 of 1 6 bytes are assembled to form a page range 6 for one page, and the page range 6 has a size of "1 6 pixels x 1 6 
20 pixels" of 256 bytes. 

[0064] Therefore, when image data for one frame Is intended to be accessed by a motion compensation processing 
or the like, the image data for one page of 16 pixels in x directions and 16 pixels in y directions is first accessed, and 
then, the image data for one word of 8 pixels in x directions and 2 pixels in y directions is accessed, so that it is possible 
to efficiently store and read DRAM stored image data having the optimum size, together with page data and word data, 

25 at a low power consumption. 

[0065] As described above, by combining the improvement of the setting of the shape and size of an image range 
with respect to a word system with the improvement of the setting of the shape and size of an image range with respect 
to a page system, the combined effects can be obtained In addition to the effects of the respective improvements. 
[0066] While the memory part has comprised the dynamic random access memory (DRAM) in the above described 

30 memory consolidated image processing LSIs in the first through third preferred embodiments, the present Invention 
should not be limited thereto. If the memory consolidated image processing LSI has page and word regions as a 
memory region and has the above described construction for carrying out two-stage accesses that a word access is 
carried out after a page access is carried out, the memory part may comprises a ferroelectric random access memory 
(FRAM) or a magnetoresistance random access memory (MRAM). 

35 [0067] While the internal construction of the consolidated DRAM 3 constituting the LS1 1 has been described in the 
first through third preferred embodiment, the fourth through sixth preferred embodiments of the present invention to 
which a memory consolidated image processing LSI according to the present invention is applied will be described 
referring to FIGS. 16 through 18. 

[0068] FIG. 1 6 Is a block diagram showing the fourth preferred embodiment of a memory consolidated image process- 
40 ing LSI according to the present invention, which is applied to an MPEG camera as an example of an image processing 
system, particularly a portable electronic apparatus capable of being driven by a battery. In FIG. 16, an MPEG camera 
10 comprises a camera 11 and a memory consolidated image processing LSI 12. The LS1 12 comprises a camera 
interface 13, an MPEG compressing circuit 14 and a consolidated DRAM 15 with the construction in any one of the 
first through third preferred embodiments. The camera interface 13, the MPEG compressing circuit 14 and the consol- 
es idated DRAM 1 5 constitute a large scale integrated circuit. The basic construction of the memory consolidated image 
processing LSI in the fourth preferred embodiment is the same as those of the memory consolidated image processing 
LSIs in the first through third preferred embodiment, except that the camera interface 1 3 is added. Furthermore, image 
data to be outputted from the camera are not outputted while the image size is segmented into lattice-like parts. In 
such a case, after the image data are temporarily stored in the memory, the rearrangement of Images stored so that 
50 the image data segmented into lattice-like parts correspond to a page region of the memory may be carried out. 

[0069] According to the MPEG camera in the fourth preferred embodiment, the memory consolidated image process- 
ing LS1 12 further comprises the camera Interface 13 in addition to the MPEG compressing circuit 14 and the consol- 
idated DRAM 15. Therefore, if the LS1 12 is applied to, e.g., an image control part of the camera 11 with substantially 
the same construction as that of a conventional camera, there is a peculiar advantage in that it is possible to easily 
55 provide the MPEG camera 10. 

[0070] As a similar example of application to that in the fourth preferred embodiment, a communication interface 
may also be mounted on the same chip as the fifth preferred embodiment of an MPEG camera according to the present 
invention. FIG. 17 is a block diagram showing the construction of the fifth preferred embodiment of an MPEG camera 
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according to the present Invention. In this figure, an MPEG camera 10 comprises a camera 11 and a memory consol- 
idated image processing LS1 12. In the LS1 12, a camera interface 13, an MPEG compressing circuit 14, a consolidated 
DRAM 1 5 and a communication interface 1 6 for transmitting an image picked up by the MPEG camera to the outside 
are mounted on the same chip. 

5 [0071] Therefore, according to the MPEG camera 1 0 in the fifth preferred embodiment, there is a peculiar advantage 
in that the image picked up by the camera can be transmitted to the outside via the communication interface 1 6. While 
the communication interface 16 has been mounted on the same chip as that for the memory consolidated image 
processing LS1 12, the present invention should not be limited thereto. The communication interface 16 may be formed 
as a separate chip to be connected to the MPEG compressing circuit 14 via data transmittingAreceiving wiring. In 

10 addition, an MPEG compression signal received via the communication interface may be expanded by an MPEG 
expanding circuit (not shown) to display an image on a monitor (not shown). Also to such an image expanding process- 
ing, the memory access construction of the present invention can be applied. 

[0072] As a similar example of application to those in the fourth and fifth preferred embodiment, a recording unit may 
be provided as the sixth preferred embodiment of an MPEG camera according to the present invention. FIG. 16 is a 

15 block diagram showing the construction of the sixth preferred embodiment of an MPEG camera according to the present 
invention. In this figure, an MPEG camera 10 comprises a camera 11, a memory consolidated image processing LSI 
12, and a recording unit 18. The LS1 12 comprises a camera interface 3, an MPEG compressing circuit 14, a consol- 
idated DRAM 15, and a data interface 17 for transmitting and receiving image data to and from the recording unit 18. 
[0073] According to the MPEG camera 10 in the sixth preferred embodiment with such a construction, there is a 

20 peculiar advantage in that the picked-up image can be recorded in the recording unit 18, which is provided in the MPEG 
camera 10, by means of the data interface 17 mounted on the same chip, so that the functions of the MPEG compressing 
circuit and the consolidated DRAM, which are the features of the present invention, can also be given to the recorded 
image. Similar to the fifth preferred embodiment, only the data interface 17 may comprise a discrete circuit in the sixth 
preferred embodiment 

25 [0074] As described above, the memory consolidated image processing LSI according to the present invention can 
be applied to the MPEG camera in any one of the fourth through sixth preferred embodiment, and the present invention 
can reduce the power consumption when page and word data are accessed with respect to the consolidated DRAM, 
so that there is an excellent advantage in that it is possible to easily provide an excellent portable MPEG camera. 
[0075] The application of a memory consolidated image processing LSI according to the present invention should 

30 not be limited to the MPEG camera, but the invention can be applied to all of image processing systems including a 
portable TV telephone. In addition, the memories to which the present invention is applied should not be limited to 
DRAMS, but the invention may be applied to FeRAMs and MRAMs if the memories are designed to carry out two- 
stage accesses as described above. 

[0076] The first through third preferred embodiments of a memory consolidated image processing LSI according to 
35 the present invention may be mounted on the seventh preferred embodiment of an image processing system according 
to the present invention which will be described below. 

[0077] As shown in FIG. 19, an image processing system 20 In this seventh preferred embodiment has the image 
compressing and/or expanding function of compressing and/or expanding image information. The image processing 
system 20 comprises: a memory part 23 having a plurality of lattice-like page ranges for storing image data for the 
<o page ranges, which are formed by segmenting an image plane corresponding to a display screen and each of which 
has sides a power of 2 long, and a plurality of word regions for storing image data for a plurality of word ranges which 
are formed by segmenting each of the page ranges, the word regions being assembled to constitute the page region; 
and an image access part 22 for accessing the word ranges after accessing the page ranges by a pre-charge in order 
to access the memory part. 

45 [0078] In the image processing system 20 in the seventh preferred embodiment, each of the page ranges and each 
of the word range in the memory part 23 of the memory consolidated image processing LSI 21 may a desired page 
range and a desired word range, which allow desired image data to be accessed at the minimum power consumption 
by the minimum number of pre-charges and the minimum number of charges. 

[0079] As shown in FIG. 19, the image processing system 20 in the seventh preferred embodiment may further 
50 comprise: a raster converting part 24 for raster-converting the image information; and a processing part 25 for con- 
verting the image data, which has been converted by the raster converting part 24, into data corresponding to the 
desired page and word ranges, wherein the memory consolidated image processing LSI 21 stores the image data for 
the desired page and word ranges, which has been converted by the processing part 25, in the page and word regions 
of the memory part, and the image access part 22 word-accesses the desired word region after being pre-charged in 
55 the desired page region of the memory part. 

[0080] The image processing system in the seventh preferred embodiment may further comprise: a raster converting 
part 24 for raster-converting the image information; a temporary memory part 26 for temporarily storing the image data 
which has been converted by the raster converting part 24; and a processing part 25 for converting the Image data, 
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which has been stored in the temporary memory part 25, into data corresponding to the desired page and word ranges, 
wherein the memory consolidated image processing LSI stores the desired page and word ranges, which have been 
converted by the processing part. In the page and word regions of the memory part, and the image access part 22 
accesses the desired word region after being pre-charged in the desired page region of the memory part. 

5 [0081] The image processing system In the seventh preferred embodiment may further comprise an MPEG process- 
ing part for compression-coding the image data using an MPEG coding system, wherein the memory consolidated 
image processing LSI stores the desired page and word ranges for the image data, which has been converted by the 
MPEG processing part, in the memory part, and the image access part word-accesses the desired word region after 
being pre-charged in the desired page range of the memory part. 

10 [0082] In the image processing system in the seventh preferred embodiment, the image access part may be a circuit 
for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, MPEG-1 
or H.263, and the memory part may be a memory having the page region corresponding to the page range serving as 
a unit for the preparation for reading, the size of the page range on the image plane being preferably in the range of 
from 64 pixels to 512 pixels. 

15 [0083] in the image processing system in the seventh preferred embodiment, the image access part may be a circuit 
for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, MPEG-1 
or H.263, and the memory part may be a memory having the page region corresponding to the page range serving as 
a unit for the preparation for reading, the size of the page range on the image plane being preferably in the range of 
from 512 pixels to 1024 pixels. 

20 [0084] In the image processing system in the seventh preferred embodiment, the image access part may be a circuit 
for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, MPEG-1 
or H.263, and the memory part may be a memory having the word region corresponding to the word range serving as 
a unit corresponding to a data bus, the size of the word range on the image plane being preferably In the range of from 
8 pixels to 64 pixels. 

25 [0085] In the image processing system in the seventh preferred embodiment, the image access part may be a circuit 
for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, MPEG-1 
or H.263, and the memory part may be a memory having the word region corresponding to the word range serving as 
a unit corresponding to a data bus, the size of the word range on the image plane being preferably in the range of from 
64 pixels to 256 pixels. 

30 [0086] The eighth preferred embodiment of an image data processing method according to the present invention is 
a method for processing image data stored in a memory consolidated image processing LSI 21 shown in FIG. 19, 
which comprises a memory part 23 for storing predetermined image data and having page regions each storing page 
ranges so that an image plane corresponding to a display screen is segmented into lattice-like ranges each of which 
has sides a power of 2 long, and a word regions each storing word ranges which are formed by segmenting the page 

35 range on the image plane, and an access part 22 for accessing to the memory part in the manner that a multiplied 
value of a power consumption per one of pre-charges in a power consumption model of a memory by an average 
number of the pre-charges is a substantially minimum value and that a multiplied value of a power consumption per 
one of word accesses in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of the word accesses is a 
substantially minimum value. 

40 [0087] Specifically, as shown in FIG. 20, the method comprises: a step ST1 of accessing in a first stage by pre- 
charging to the page region of the memory part in which desired data are stored; a step ST2 of accessing in a second 
stage by ward accessing to the word regions of the memory part in which desired data are stored; a step ST3 of reading 
out the desired data from the memory part; and a step ST 4 of performing predetermined image processing to image 
data which are read in the manner that a multiplied value of a power consumption per one of pre-charges in a power 

45 consumption model of a memory by an average number of the pre-charges is a substantially minimum value, or a 
multiplied value of a power consumption per one of word accesses in a power consumption model of a memory by an 
average number of the word accesses is a substantially minimum value. 

[0088] The page region in the memory part is set to have a size so that the multiplied value of the power consumption 
per one of the pre-charges in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of pre-charges is the 
50 substantially minimum value. 

[0089] The word region in the memory part is set to have a size so that the multiplied value of a power consumption 
per one of word accesses in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of the word accesses 
is the substantially minimum value. 

[0090] The page region in the memory part is set to have a size so that the multiplied value of the power consumption 
55 per one of the pre-charges in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of pre-charges is the 
substantially minimum value, and the word region in the memory part is set to have a size so that the multiplied value 
of a power consumption per one of word accesses in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number 
of the word accesses is the substantially minimum value. 
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[0091] The image processing performed in step ST4 includes various of processing such as a compression, decom- 
pression, motion vector compensation and the like of moving picture data. 

[0092] There is described a method for designing a memory consolidated image processing LSI according to the 
ninth embodiment of the present invention with reference to FIG. 21 . The method for designing a memory consolidated 

5 image processing LSI, comprises a memory part for storing predetermined Imagedata, and an access part for accessing 
the image data stored in the memory part by using two-stage accesses. Specifically, the designing method comprises: 
a step ST1 1 of setting a plurality of page ranges so that an image plane corresponding to a display screen is segmented 
into lattice-like ranges, each of which has sides a power of 2 long, and so that the multiplied value of the power con- 
sumption per one of the pre-charges in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of pre-charges 

io is the substantially minimum value; a step ST1 2 of setting a page region capable of storing the image data for a page 
range on the image plane in the memory part; a step ST13 of setting a plurality of word ranges which are formed by 
segmenting the page range on the image plane so that the multiplied value of a power consumption per one of word 
accesses In a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of the word accesses is the substantially 
minimum value; a step ST14 of setting a word region capable of storing the word ranges on the image plane in the 

15 page region in the memory part; and a step ST15 of storing the image data to be stored by allotting the data into each 
of the page regions and word regions in the memory part by using a unit of the page ranges and word ranges in the 
image plane. 

[0093] As described above in detail, according to the memory consolidated image processing LSI of the present 
invention, the image of the optimum range on a screen, which is easy to process the image of the page and word 

20 memory regions of the memory for carrying out two-stage accesses for storing the image plane, is divided into page 
range images and/or word range images to be stored. Therefore, there is an advantage in that it is possible to efficiently 
carry out reading when accessing a page storage image of a large power consumption, so that it is possible to reduce 
the power consumption which is required for reading image data from the consolidated DRAM. 
[0094] Memory consolidated image processing LSIs mounted on portable electronics, which are often driven by a 

25 rechargeable battery, have heavy weight so as to be capable of being used for a long time. However, if the battery 
does not have a large memory capacity, it is possible to process an image at a low power consumption which can be 
sufficiently obtained by a usual battery, so that it is possible to provide a memory consolidated image processing LSI 
suitable for practical use. 

30 

Claims 

1 . A memory consolidated image processing LSI comprising: 

35 a memory part including a page region for storing image data for a plurality of lattice-like page ranges which 

are formed by segmenting an image plane corresponding to a display screen and each of which has sides a 
power of 2 long, and word regions, each of which stores image data for a plurality of word ranges formed by 
segmenting each of said page ranges and which are assembled to constitute said page region; and 
an image access part for word-accessing said word ranges after accessing said page ranges by a pre-charge 

40 in order to access said memory part 

2. A memory consolidated image processing LSI as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said page region or said word region 
stored in said memory part is set so as to have a multiplied value of a power consumption per one of pre-charges 
in a powerconsumption model of a memory by an average number of the pre-charges to be a substantially minimum 

45 value, or a multiplied value of a power consumption per one of word accesses in a power consumption model of 

a memory by an average number of the word accesses to be a substantially minimum value. 

3. A memory consolidated image processing LSI as set forth in claim 2, wherein said page ranges on said image 
plane wherein image data is stored in said page region of said memory part has a size so that the multiplied value 

50 of a power consumption per one of said pre-charges In a power consumption model of a memory by an average 

number of pre-charges is the substantially minimum value, 

4. A memory consolidated Image processing LSI as set forth in claim 2, wherein said word ranges on said image 
plane wherein image data is stored in said word region of said memory part has a size so that the multiplied value 

55 of a power consumption per one of said word accesses in a power consumption model of a memory by an average 

number of word accesses is the substantially minimum value. 

5. A memory consolidated image processing LSI as set forth in claim 2, wherein said page ranges on said image 
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plane wherein image data is stored in said page region of said memory part has a size so that the multiplied value 
of a power consumption per one of said pre-charges in a power consumption model of a memory by an average 
number of pre-charges is the substantially minimum value, and 

said word ranges on said image plane wherein image data is stored in said word region of said memory part 
5 . has a size so that the multiplied value of a power consumption per one of said word accesses in a power con- 
sumption model of a memory by an average number of word accesses is the substantially minimum value. 

6. A memory consolidated image processing LSI as set forth in claim 2, wherein said image plane comprises a plurality 
of pixels, and said page ranges are formed by segmenting said image plane into rectangular ranges with sides 8 

10 to 16 pixels long or in a rectangular range which has a size approximating to that of said square range and which 

has an aspect ratio of up to 1 : 2. 

7. A memory consolidated image processing LSI as set forth in claim 6, wherein image data for a two-dimensional 
plane, which has been stored in said memory region, is segmented into square areas having the same capacity 

15 as that of said page range or rectangular areas with sides of a ratio of 1 : 2 to be collectively stored in separate 

page regions. 

8. A memory consolidated image processing LSI as set forth in claim 2, wherein said image plane comprises a plurality 
of pixels, and said word ranges are formed by segmenting said image plane into rectangular ranges with sides 8 

20 to 1 6 pixels long or in a rectangular range which has a size approximating to that of said square range and which 
has an aspect ratio of up to 1 : 2. 

9. A memory consolidated image processing LSI as set forth in claim 8, wherein image data for a two-dimensional 
plane, which has been stored in said memory region, is segmented into square areas having the same capacity 

25 as that of said page range or rectangular areas with sides of a ratio of 1 : 2 to be collectively stored in separate 
page regions. 

10. A memory consolidated image processing LSI as set forth In claim 2, wherein said memory part comprises any 
one of a dynamic random access memory (DRAM), a ferroelectric random access memory (FRAM), and a mag- 

30 netoresistance random access memory (MRAM). 

11. A memory consolidated image processing LSI as set forth in claim 2, wherein said image access part is a circuit 
for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, MPEG- 
1 or H.263, and said memory part is a memory having said page region corresponding to said page range serving 

35 as a unit for the preparation for reading, the size of said page range on said image plane being preferably in the 

range of from 64 pixels to 512 pixels. 

12. A memory consolidated Image processing LSI as set forth in claim 2, wherein said image access part is a circuit 
for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, MPEG- 

40 1 or H.263, and said memory part is a memory having said page region corresponding to said page range serving 

as a unit for the preparation for reading, the size of said page range on said image plane being preferably in the 
range of from 512 pixels to 1024 pixels. 

13. A memory consolidated image processing LSI as set forth in claim 2, wherein said image access part is a circuit 
45 for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, MPEG- 

1 or H.263, and said memory part is a memory having a unit corresponding to a data bus, i.e., said word region 
corresponding to a word region in a DRAM, the size of said word range on said image plane being preferably in 
the range of from 8 pixels to 64 pixels. 

50 14. A memory consolidated image processing LSI as set forth in claim 2, wherein said image access part is a circuit 
for processing a bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MAEG-4, MPEG-2, MPEG- 
1 or H.263, and said memory part is a memory having a unit corresponding to a data bus, i.e., said word region 
corresponding to a word region in a DRAM, the size of said word range on said image plane being preferably in 
the range of from 64 pixels to 256 pixels. 

55 

1 5. An image processing system having an image compressing and/or expanding unit for compressing and/or expand- 
ing image information, said image processing system including a memory consolidated Image processing LSI 
comprising: 
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a memory part having a plurality of lattice-like page ranges for storing the image data of the page ranges which 
are formed by segmenting an image plane corresponding to a display screen and each of which has sides a 
power of 2 long, and a plurality of word ranges for storing the image data of the word ranges which are formed 
by segmenting each of said page ranges and which are assembled to constitute each of said page ranges; and 
5 an image access part for accessing said word ranges after accessing said page ranges by a pre-charge in 

order to access said memory part. 

16. An image processing system as set forth in claim 15, wherein each of said page ranges and each of said word 
ranges in said memory part of said memory consolidated image processing LSI are set to be a desired page range 

10 and a desired word range, which ailow desired image data to be accessed at the minimum power consumption by 

the minimum number of pre-charges and the minimum number of charges. 

17. An image processing system as set forth in claim 16, which further comprises: a raster converting part for raster- 
converting said image information; and a processing part for converting the image data, which has been converted 

is by said raster converting part, into data corresponding to said desired page and word ranges, 

wherein said memory consolidated image processing LSI stores the image data for said desired page and 
word ranges, which has been converted by said processing part, in said page and word regions of said memory 
part, and said image access part accesses by word-accessing said desired word region after being pre-charged 
in said desired page region of said memory part. 

20 

18. An image processing system as set forth in claim 16, which further comprise: a raster converting part for raster- 
converting said image Information; a temporary memory part for temporarily storing the image data which has 
been converted by said raster converting part; and a processing part for converting said image data, which has 
been stored in said temporary memory part, into data corresponding to said desired page and word ranges, 

25 wherein said memory consolidated image processing LSI stores said desired page and word ranges, which 

have been converted by said processing part, in said page and word regions of said memory part, and said image 
access part accesses said desired word region after being pre-charged in said desired page region of said memory 
part. 

30 19. An image processing system as set forth in claim 16, which further comprises an MPEG processing part for com- 
pression-coding image data using an MPEG coding system, 

wherein said memory consolidated image processing LSI stores said desired page and word ranges for the 
image data, which has been processed by said MPEG processing part, in said memory part, and said image access 
part accesses by word-accessing said desired word region after being pre-charged in said desired page range of 

35 said memory part. 

20. An Image processing system as set forth in claim 16, wherein said image access part Is a circuit for processing a 
bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, MPEG-1 or H.263, and 
said memory part is a memory having said page region corresponding to said page range serving as a unit for the 

40 preparation for reading, the size of said page range on said Image plane being preferably in the range of from 64 

pixels to 512 pixels. 

21. An image processing system as set forth in claim 16, wherein said image access part is a circuit for processing a 
bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, MPEG-1 or H.263, and 

45 said memory part is a memory having said page region corresponding to said page range serving as a unit for the 

preparation for reading, the size of said page range on said image plane being preferably in the range of from 512 
pixels to 1024 pixels. 

22. An image processing system as set forth in claim 16, wherein said image access part is a circuit for processing a 
50 bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, MPEG : 1 or H.263, and 

said memory part is a memory having said word region corresponding to said word range as a unit corresponding 
to a data bus, the size of said word range on said image plane being preferably in the range of from 8 pixels to 64 
pixels. 

55 23. An image processing system as set forth in claim 16, wherein said image access part is a circuit for processing a 
bit stream based on a dynamic image compressing standard, such as MPEG-4, MPEG-2, MPEG-1 or H.263, and 
said memory part is a memory having said word region corresponding to said word range as a unit corresponding 
to a data bus, the size of said word range on said image plane being preferably in the range of from 64 pixels to 
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256 pixels. 

24. A method for processing image data stored in a memory consolidated image processing LSI, which comprises a 
memory part for storing predetermined image data and having page regions each storing page ranges so that an 

5 image plane corresponding to a display screen is segmented into lattice-like ranges each of which has sides a 

power of 2 long, and a word regions each storing word ranges which are formed by segmenting said page range 
on said image plane, and an access part for accessing to said memory part in the manner that a multiplied value 
of a power consumption per one of pre-charges in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number 
of the pre-charges is a substantially minimum value and that a substantially multiplied value of a power consumption 

10 per one of word accesses in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of the word accesses 

Is a substantially minimum value, said method comprising: 

a step of accessing in a first stage by pre-charging to said page region of said memory part In which desired 
data are stored; 

is a step of accessing in a second stage by ward accessing to said word regions of said memory part in which 

desired data are stored; 

a step of reading out said desired data from said memory part; and 

a step of performing predetermined image processing to image data which are read in the manner that a 
multiplied value of a power consumption per one of pre-charges in a power consumption model of a memory 
20 by an average number of the pre-charges is a substantially minimum value, or a multiplied value of a power 

consumption per one of word accesses In a power consumption model of a memory by an average number 
of the word accesses is a substantially minimum value. 

25. An image data processing method as set forth in claim 24, wherein said page region in said memory part is set to 
25 have a size so that the multiplied value of the power consumption per one of said pre-charges in a power con- 
sumption model of a memory by an average number of pre-charges is the substantially minimum value. 

26. An image data processing method as set forth in claim 24, wherein said word region In said memory part is set to 
have a size so that the multiplied value of a power consumption per one of word accesses in a power consumption 

30 model of a memory by an average number of the word accesses is the substantially minimum value. 

27. An image data processing method as set forth in claim 24, wherein 

said page region in said memory part is set to have a size so that the multiplied value of the power consumption 
35 per one of said pre-charges in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of pre-charges 

Is the substantially minimum value, and 

said word region in said memory part is set to have a size so that the multiplied value of a power consumption 
per one of word accesses in a power consumption model of a memory by an average number of the word 
accesses is the substantially minimum value. 

40 

28. A method for designing a memory consolidated image processing LSI, which comprises a memory part for storing 
predetermined image data, and an access part for accessing said image data stored in said memory part by using 
two-stage accesses, said method comprising: 

45 a step of setting a plurality of page ranges so that an Image plane corresponding to a display screen is seg- 

mented into lattice-like ranges, each of which has sides a power of 2 long, and so that the multiplied value of 
the power consumption per one of said pre-charges in a power consumption model of a memory by an average 
number of pre-charges Is the substantially minimum value; 

a step of setting a page region capable of storing said image data for a page range on said image plane in 

50 said memory part; 

a step of setting a plurality of word ranges which are formed by segmenting said page range on said image 
plane so that the multiplied value of a power consumption per one of word accesses in a power consumption 
model of a memory by an average number of the word accesses is the substantially minimum value; 
a step of setting a word region capable of storing said word ranges on said image plane in said page region 

55 in said memory part; and 

a step of storing said image data to be stored by allotting said data into each of said page regions and word 
regions in said memory part by using a unit of said page ranges and word ranges in said image plane. 
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